
Hamilton County’s Small Business Relief Grant FAQs

Hamilton County’s Small Business Grant Program provides direct relief to local businesses
financially impacted by the COVID-19 health crisis. The third round of grants allows the small
business located in Hamilton County to apply for reimbursement of eligible expenses up to
$10,000.The amount of grant funding small businesses can request is equal to the loss when
comparing 2019 gross revenues with 2020 gross revenues capped at a maximum of $10,000
(as long as the loss in revenue was at least 15 percent).

Q: When can I apply?
A. Applications will be accepted online starting Thursday, September 16th  at noon and must be
received by Monday, October 4th, at 5:00 p.m. Apply on 513Relief.org.

Q: I am a sole proprietor with no additional employees. Do I qualify for this fund?
A. Yes, provided that you meet the eligibility criteria, including:

● locally-owned and operated for-profit business in Hamilton County,
● under $2.5 million in annual gross revenue,
● Established before December 31, 2019,
● have 50 or fewer employees.

See website for a complete list of criteria.

Q: Who should I contact for questions?
A. Please contact SBRelief@hamilton-co.org for process questions. Due to the interest in the
program, responses may be delayed. If you need technical assistance please reach out to 513
Small Business Assist at  513-273-0503 or email at 513Assist@nextstreet.com.

Q: How is the grant amount determined?
A. The amount of grant funding available is the loss between your 2020 and 2019 gross
revenues with a maximum of up to $10,000 (as long as the loss in revenue was at least 15
percent).

Q: Are both my 2019 and 2020 federal business tax returns required to apply.
A: Yes, these documents are required to be uploaded to apply because the gross revenue
determines the amount of grant you are eligible to receive.

Q: Do I need to scan both sides of my government issued ID?
A: Yes

Q: How will the funds be disbursed?
A. Direct deposit. Once the business has been approved for the grant, the business must
provide its bank’s account information for grant fund payment via a secure portal.

https://513relief.org/
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Q: What if I have businesses in Hamilton County and Butler County; can I use the grant
funds for both businesses?
A. No, the grant funds can only be used to assist with the business in Hamilton County.

Q: Are there any restrictions on the usage of the grant money?
A. Yes, please see the comprehensive list of eligible expenses on the website:
https://513relief.org/small-business/

Q: What if I don’t have employees, only 1099 workers, can I use this to pay them?
A. Yes, salaries, wages, and compensation to 1099 workers are an eligible expense.

Q: Why does my email address need to be verified?
A:  You will not be able to submit applications or complete certain tasks until you have verified
your email address.

Q: How will I be notified that my application was approved?
A: HCDC (Hamilton County’s Economic Development Office) will notify the small business via
the email address that you used to submit your application. This notification will prompt you to
submit your direct deposit/ACH information via a secured portal so that funds can be transferred
to the business’s account.

Q: Would those grant funds be considered gross income taxable to a business receiving
the grant under the Internal Revenue Code?
A. Yes. The receipt of a government grant by a business generally is not excluded from the
business's gross income under the Code and therefore is taxable
(https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/cares-act-coronavirus-relief-fund-frequently-asked-questions)

Q: How will my lost revenue be calculated if my business began in 2019?
A: If your business was started in 2019, we will prorate your 2020 gross revenue (per your tax
return) to match the number of months that your business was operational in 2019 to calculate
revenue reduction.

Q: If the number of businesses applying exceeds the funds available, Hamilton County
will enter applicants into a lottery. Why did you choose a lottery system rather than first
come first serve?
A. A lottery ensures that all applicants who qualify have equal access to the grant funding.
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